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TOratt  Saratarg  Hutijorttg. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT, 

For  the  Year  1894. 


G-entlemen  : 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  consideration, 
the  Annual  Health  Report  of  the  Whitworth  Urban 
Sanitary  Authority,  according  to  instructions  received 
from  the  Local  Government  Board 

The  area  of  the  Whitworth  Sanitary  Authority  is 
6,200  acres. 

The  estimated  population  for  the  year  1894,  is  9,766. 


BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  there  were  228  births,  viz.,  males  126, 
females  102  ;  giving  a  birth  rate  of  23*3  per  1,000.  The 
rate  for  preceding  years  being: — 


1884 . 

. 263 

1889 . 

. 23  0 

1885 . 

. 263 

1890 . 

. 21*0 

1886 . 

. 28-2 

1891 . 

. 252 

1887 . 

. 224 

1892 . 

. 230 

1888 . 

. 206 

1893 . 

. 241 

1894 . 23  3 
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The  natural  increase  of  the  population  by  excess  of 
births  over  deaths  is  88.  For  the  year  1892 — 61,  and 
1893 — 59.  The  migration  of  many  families  to  other  places 
may  be  said  to  leave  the  population  practically  stationary. 

DEATHS. 

During  the  year  140  deaths  were  registered,  viz. : — 
males  68  ;  females  72,  giving  a  death  rate  of  14'3  per  1,000. 


The  rate  for  preceding  years  being  as  under: — 


1884 . 

. 146 

1889 . 

. 13*8 

1885 . 

. 16  5 

1890 . 

. 160 

1886 . 

. 17-8 

1891 . 

. 267 

1887 . 

. 16  5 

1892 . 

. 167 

1888 . 

. 176 

1893 . 

. 18T 

1894 . 14-3 


And  the  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  which  the 
deaths  occurred  : — 

Under  1  year... 

One  and  under  5  years... 

Five  years  and  under  15  ... 

Fifteen  vears  and  uuder  25, 

%/ 

Twenty-five  and  under  65. 

Sixty-five  and  upwards  33 

Total . 140  140 

The  following  table  also  shows  the  deaths  during  the 
respective  quarters  of  the  year: — 


1894 

1893 

First  quarter. . 

.  42  ...... 

.  43 

Set  o  id 

.  33  . 

.  39 

Third  ,,  . 

.  28  . 

.  45 

Fourth  ,,  . 

.  37  . 

.  50 

140 

177 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

We  have  had  29  deaths  under  one  year,  and  11  deaths 
at  one  year  and  under  five  years,  giving  a  total  of  40 
infantile  deaths,  which  is  equal  to  28'5  per  cent  of  the 
total  deaths.  The  rate  of  deaths  under  one  year  to  1000 
births  being  127T.  The  per  centage  last  year  being  33  8 
and  the  rate  to  1000  births  177  9. 


The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  under  one  year 
for  previous  years  : — 


1886  . 42 

1887  . 39 

1888  . 46 

1889  . 51 


1894 


1890  . 37 

1891  . : . 59 

1892  . 34 

1893  . 42 
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CAUSES  OF  MORTALITY. 


Measles  0  ;  Scarlatina  3  ;  Croup  1 ;  Whooping  Cough  0; 
Typhoid  Fever  1 ;  Diarrhoea  0  ;  Rheumatic  Fever  0  ; 
Puerperal  Fever  0;  Phthisis  13  ;  Broncho-  Pneumonia  35; 
Heart  Disease  5  ;  Injuries  1 — 59.  Other  Diseases  81. 
Total  140. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


The  death  rate  for  the  year  is  *51  per  thousand,  and 
the  following  table  shows  the  rate  for  previous  years  : — 


1882 . 

. 35 

1888 . 

. 12 

1883 . 

. 1-6 

1889 . 

. 1-8 

1884 . 

. 2-8 

1890 . 

. 06 

1885 . 

. 1-4 

1891 . 

. 3  07 

1886 . 

.  2  05 

1892 . 

. 1-2 

1887 . 

. 301 

1893 . 

. 1-8 

1894 .  -51 
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MEASLES. 

This  disease  ceased  to  be  notifiable  after  April  30thr 
1893,  and  I  have  not  received  any  information  of  its 
presence  in  the  district  during  the  year. 


SCARLATINA. 

This  disease  during  the  end  of  1893,  was  of  a  sporadic 
character,  and  was  confined  chiefly  to  the  two  upper  wards. 
On  the  20th  of  February  a  case  was  reported  at  Tonnacliffe 
and  one  on  the  8th  and  12th  of  March  at  Market  Street, 
Whitworth,  no  other  case  having  been  reported  in  the 
lower  wards  until  the  22nd  of  September.  On  this  date  a 
case  was  reported  at  Grove  Terrace,  Healey. 

It  is  interesting  and  instructive  to  watch  the  progress 
of  the  epidemic  from  this  date,  as  it  affords  a  typical 
example  of  school  influence  in  the  spread  of  disease. 
With  the  exception  of  one  case  reported  on  the  10th  of 
November  nearly  all  the  other  cases  reported  were  directly 
or  indirectly  traceable  to  one  school.  Fifty-three  cases 
have  been  notified  and  three  deaths  registered. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Ceased  to  be  a  notifiable  disease  after  the  30th  of  April,. 
1893,  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  this  disease  has  not 
been  present  in  the  district 

CROUP  AND  DIPHTHERIA. 

One  fatal  case  of  Croup  has  been  reported  in  Facit  Ward. 
It  is  difficult  to  explain  the  fact  that  there  has  been  a  very 
marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Croup  occurring 
during  the  last  few  years  in  this  Ward,  and  it  would  be 
fallacious  and  misleading  on  present  evidence  to  assign 
any  single  cause  to  account  for  the  decrease. 
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TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Nine  cases  have  been  notified,  and  one  death  registered 
during  the  year. 

With  the  exception  of  two  cases  reported  as  having 
occurred  in  Middle  Street,  all  the  cases  were  of  a  sporadic 
or  isolated  character,  and  were  not  directly  traceable  either 
to  defective  sanitation,  pollution  of  water,  or  milk. 
The  two  special  cases  mentioned  occurred  in  a  house  used 
as  a  lodging-house — not  registered — and  were  typical 
cases  of  a  disease  almost  entirely  unknown  outside  of 
crowded  areas  in  large  towns  ;  in  fact  they  were  typical 
cases  of  what  is  known  as  Typhus  Fever.  The  mother 
and  daughter  were  residents,  had  not  been  from  home,  but 
slept  in  the  bed  which  had  recently  been  used  by  a  patient 
who  had  been  ill  from  some  disease  which  could  not 
accurately  be  ascertained.  All  the  inmates,  with  the 
exception  of  the  nurses,  were  removed  to  another  house, 
the  house  itself  was  thoroughly  disinfected  and  the  disease 
was  fortunately  stamped  out. 

DIARRHOEA. 

No  case  of  death  reported. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Thirteen  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  notified  during 
the  year,  and  no  deaths  registered,  many  of  the  cases  were 
exceedingly  mild  ones,  and  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that 
so  far  as  this  district  is  concerned  no  public  advantage  is 
gained  by  the  inclusion  of  Erysipelas  as  a  notifiable  disease. 

PHTHISIS. 

Thirteen  deaths  have  been  registered.  The  deaths 
occured  in  the  different  W ards  as  under : — 

Healey  2  ;  Whitworth  6  ;  Facit  4  ;  Shawforth  1. 

And  in  the  Quarters  : —  First  quarter,  6;  Second  quarter 
1 ;  Third  quarter  3;  Fourth  quarter  3. 
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PNEUMONIA  AND  BRONCHITIS. 


Thirty-five  deaths  have  been  registered  during  the  year, 
a  decrease  of  eight  on  the  previous  year.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  the  slight  variation  in  the  number  of  cases  annually: 


1887. 

. 45 

1891 . 

95 

1888. 

. 43 

1892 . 

.40 

1889. 

. 36 

1893 . 

.4  3 

1890. 

. 40 

1894 . 

35 

HEART  DISEASE. 

Caused 

five  deaths.  The 

number  for  previous  vears 

being : — 

1887. 

. .  6 

1891 . 

8 

1888. 

. 14 

1892 . 

.8 

1889. 

. 11 

1893 . . 

..7 

1890. 

. 12 

1894 . 

..5 

SYSTEMATIC 

INSPECTION. 

The  practical  work  is  carried  on  systematically  and 
regularly — individually  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  other 
officers — in  such  a  manner  as  to  secure  the  most  desirable 
results  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view.  The  adoption  of  the 
Notification  Act  obviously  imposes  additional  duties  on  the 
Medical  Officer  and  adds  much  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
practical  inspection  and  supervision  of  the  district. 

Nearly  every  case  notified  has  been  personally  visited 
by  me,  not  with  the  view  of  corroborating  the  diagnosis, 
but  solely  with  the  object  of  ascertaining  the  source  of  the 
milk  supply,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  surroundings. 
In  the  discharge  of  this  duty  I  am  glad  to  say  that  I  have 
not  in  any  case  come  into  conflict  with  other  medical 
practitioners,  having  been  guided  in  this  respect  by  the 
opinions  issued  from  time  to  time  by  the  Local  Government 
Board. 
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REMOVAL  OF  NIGHT  SOIL. 

Is  at  present  continued  on  the  “Pail  System.”  Plans, 
specifications  and  contracts  are  now  out  to  carry  on  the 
work  in  a  more  satisfactory  way,  and  when  completed  we 
hope  to  secure  still  more  favourable  results. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

From  Rochdale  Corporation,  whose  reservoirs  are 
situated  in  Whitworth. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 


Hitherto  we  have  joined  Rochdale 


ANALYSIS. 


No  analysis  has  been  undertaken  during  the  year. 


Summary  of  Nuisance  Inspector’s  Report. 

WHITWORTH  LOCAL  BOARD. 

Foe  the  Yeae  Ending  Decembee  30th,  1894. 


■-f 

“  Area  of  District .  6,200  acres. 

Population,  1891, . ; .  9,766 

Number  of  Pail  Closets...  1,330 
Number  of  Ash  Places  ...  730 

Slaughter  Houses .  9 

Lodging  House .  1 


The  Local  Board  commenced  to  remove  the  excreta 
and  ashes  by  day  work  on  March  26th,  the  contract  for 
the  removal  having  expired  on  the  25th.  The  Board 
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purchasing  horses  and  all  the  necessary  plant  to  do  the 
work,  gives  the  Board  better  control  over  the  work,  and 
although  it  may  cost  rather  more  it  will  be  more  efficiently 
done.  The  average  weight  collected  per  week  is  about  48 
tons.  More  care  has  been  taken  to  dispose  of  the  excreta, 
so  as  not  to  cause  a  nuisance  and  there  have  been  verv 

t/ 

few  complaints.  The  slaughterhouses  have  been  inspected 
and  are  all  kept  in  fairly  good  order.  The  lodging  house 
has  been  kept  clean.  There  have  been  very  few  complaints 
of  nuisances  during  the  year  and  in  all  cases  verbal  notices 
to  remove  the  same  were  sufficient.  It  has  not  been 
necessary  for  the  Board  to  take  any  proceedings.” 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


ALEXANDER  WELSH,  M.D, 


